Friday7" May ¢ Saturday 14" August 2010

Grahame Morris MP

First 100 Days Parliamentary Review

Dear Constituent, f

| have compiled a brief report for my first 100 days as your Member of
Parliament for the Easington Constituency. You will be able to view the
speeches | have made in the House of Commons and some of my other
activities in Parliament and at home in the constituency.

| hope you find some of the information here of interest and look
forward to hearing your comments. | want to keep all of my
constituents informed about my work and would welcome any
comments or suggestions about how you would like me to do this. My
contact details are provided at the bottom of this page.

Thank you for taking the time to read my Parliamentary Review.

Yours sincerely,

/%mfmmc /ﬁry

Grahame Morris, M.P.
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CONTACT GRAHAME...
M Grahame.Morris.MP@Parliament.uk
M Tel: 0191 526 2828

1 Address: Constituency Office, The Glebe Centre
Annexe, Durham Place, Murton, Seaham, County
Durham, SR7 9BX.

1 Facebook.com/grahamemorris

1 Twitter/grahamemorris
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May

18"  House of Commons sits for the first time & Election of the
Speaker of the House of Commons

27™ My first Oral Question in the Chamber - | ask the Leader of
the House of Commons for a debate on NHS capital spending
and the future of the proposed new hospital at Wynyard

June

3rd Oral Question to the Leader of the House - requesting a debate on cuts to Regional
Development Agencies
Maiden Speech to the House of Commons

7t Oral Question to the Secretary of State for Education - on the safeguards for children with
special educational needs

10™ Oral Question to the Leader of the House - requesting a debate on supporting people with
learning disabilities into work

22"  QOral Question to the Deputy Prime Minister - | ask Nick Clegg about Michael Brown, a criminal
who donated £2 million to the Lib Dems

24" QOral Question to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs - | ask about

future spending on flood defences

_____________________________________________________________________

1st  Oral Question to the Leader of the House - | question the judgement of Lib Dem members of the
Coalition Government

5t Contribution to an Adjournment Debate on the future of the proposed new hospital at North
Tees and Hartlepool

Bt Contribution to the Budget Debate

27™  Speech in Westminster Hall on the Future of Hospital Services in the North East
House rises for Summer Recess

August



http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100527/debtext/100527-0002.htm#10052726000909
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100603/debtext/100603-0005.htm#10060333000871
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100603/debtext/100603-0018.htm#10060339000405
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100607/debtext/100607-0003.htm#1006079000530
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100610/debtext/100610-0006.htm#10061031000970
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100622/debtext/100622-0002.htm#10062245000942
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100624/debtext/100624-0002.htm#10062478001134
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100701/debtext/100701-0006.htm#10070132001196
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100705/debtext/100705-0004.htm#1007061000226
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100705/debtext/100705-0004.htm#1007061000226
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100706/debtext/100706-0002.htm#10070658000400
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100727/halltext/100727h0001.htm#10072737000561

My Work in Westminster

Events and Meetings in Westminster

i The House of Commons Chamber usually sits from 2.30pm until after 10pm on Mondays and Tuesdays,
. from 11.30am until after 7pm on Wednesdays and from 10.30am on Thursdays. There are also debates
held in Westminster Hall on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Outside of these debates there are a
range of committees that have more time to debate detailed policy issues. Select Committees have a
longer term membership and examine the work a Government Department and its policy decisions.
i Standing Committees examine individual pieces of legislation as they pass through the House of Commons
i and House of Lords. | am serving as a member of the Health Select Committee and during my first few
weeks as an MP | sat on the Standing Committee for the ID Card Bill.

As a Member of Parliament you find that there are many organisations, charities, trade unions, interest
groups and policy experts that are working behind the scenes across the breadth and depth of every policy
i that Parliament considers. My Westminster Office is inundated with written policy briefings and requests
i for meetings every single day. | make every effort to meet with as many people as possible; however it
; simply is not possible to meet all of the interested parties. | will always give precedence to constituency
matters and ensure that people living in Easington are given priority.

As a member of the Health Select Committee, a lot of my meetings are
with health special interest groups and their representative bodies that
are seeking to exchange their ideas with politicians involved in health
policy. During my first few months as an MP | have worked closely with
a great number of organisations such as Mencap, Unite the Union,
cancer charities, the National Autistic Society, Cardiac Risk in the Young
and many, many others.

| am an Officer of the All-Party Parliamentary Cancer Group and a Vice
Chair of the All Party Learning Disability/Mencap Group and Vice Chair
e 4 of the Fuel Poverty Group as well as a member of several other All-

ST d Party Parliamentary Groups (APPGs) on health and other issues. The
forum of health APPGs often allows Members of Parliament to meet
regularly with experts, practitioners and patients who have an insight
into specific health conditions and how government policy impacts on
treatments in the National Health Service. We are able to question and

Ailsa Bosworth ofheNational debate ideas to inform our contributions in committee or in Commons'
Rheumatoid Arthritis Society, with debates

Grahame Morris

i As votes in the House of Commons can be called at anytime | am often required to stay in Parliament
throughout the afternoon, evening and sometimes even until the early hours of the morning. In my first
few months there have been a number of ‘late-night sittings’ in the House of Commons and votes taking
place after 1am in the morning. With significant constitutional legislation planned by the Con-Dem coalition
i for September there may well be more ‘late-night sittings’ to come.




Election to the Health Select Committee

Grahame Morris, Member of the Health Select Committee

In June, | put my name forward in the election for the Health Select Committee. As a new Member of Parliament |
thought it was unlikely that | would be elected to serve on the committee at such an early stage in my
parliamentary career. However, | found out at the beginning of July that | had been successful and | have found
my new role on the Health Select Committee a worthwhile experience.

My interest in health policy stems from my early career working as a Medical Laboratory Scientific Officer at
Sunderland Royal Infirmary from 1980 to 1987. During this time | was Secretary of ASTMS 268 Durham Health
Services Branch and a member of the ASTMS National Advisory Committee for the NHS. From 1997 to 2005 |
served as a member of the management board of the 3 star rated City Hospitals Sunderland NHS Trust as a Non
Executive Director. | was involved in addressing health issues as part of the Tees Review and building up a
community infrastructure for health. My practical experience of working in the health sector is something | want
to draw upon as a member of the committee.

| am determined to fight for a national public health strategy that is
based on improved health outcomes for patients and reduced
health inequalities for poorer areas like those in Easington. The
Con-Dem Coalition Government is set to make significant changes
in the organisation of the National Health Service in Britain and |
believe my experience overseeing the delivery of local health
strategies in the North East will allow me to make a valuable
contribution to scrutinising future health policy. Changes to the
commissioning processes from PCTs to GPs could signal the end of
any ‘National’ health provision and the abolition of targets could
lead to further inequalities in our healthcare system. | will be using
my voice on the Health Select Committee to challenge policy that
would damage our most treasured national institution - The NHS.

The Health Select Committee has met three times since it was formed (13™/20"/27%" July 2010) and meetings
are usually held twice a week for around 3 hours. There is also a lot of preparatory work to do before the actual
meeting takes place, as it is important to be well-briefed before questioning witnesses that will include Health
Ministers, health experts and practitioners.

On 20™ July 2010 the committee questioned the Secretary of State for Health, The Rt Hon Andrew Lansley MP,
over his plans to make significant changes to the National Health Service. | was able to press the Secretary of
State on a range of issues. | asked him about childhood obesity, which affects poorer areas like Easington
particularly and the Change4Life campaign created by the previous government to promote healthy activity in
young people. | pushed the point that to tackle health inequalities in poorer areas the government must support
people to live healthier lifestyles and encourage people to make healthy life choices. | pointed out that the
proposal to abolish PCTs and transfer commissioning patient services to GP consortia was in effect privatising
the NHS.

| am looking forward to scrutinising and where appropriate challenging the health proposals of the Coalition
Government over the next year and speaking up for the NHS which now looks to be under threat from major
policy shifts which have never been piloted or tested in any way.

Click here for more information on the Health Select Committee.



http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/health-committee/

Key Local Issues for the Easington Constituency

Cancellation of the new North Tees and Hartlepool Hospital

: On Thursday 17" June 2010 the Chief Secretary to the Treasury, The Rt Hon Danny Alexander MP,
made a statement to the House of Commons slashing £2 billion of spending commitments from the
previous Labour Government. His cuts included abandoning the rollout of the Future Jobs Fund, a
cutting of £290 million, cancelling the extension of the Young Person’s Guarantee to 2011/12 worth
£450 million and jettisoning the 2-year Jobseeker's Guarantee at £515 million. All of these projects
were introduced by the previous Labour Government to support people into work as well as to support
© businesses to survive the economic downturn - reducing potential benefit payments and ensuring
businesses would survive the storm and help pay down the debt as the economy recovered.

In his statement, the Chief Secretary also announced the cancellation of the proposed new hospital for

North Tees and Hartlepool. The cancellation of the new hospital AT 'LUIU’ mon
at Wynyard is unjustifiable and leaves the future plans for health p L Qathway:
provision in Harltepool, Stcokton, Sedgefield and Easington in Q (é,,)’,y l
complete disarray. The proposal for the new acute hospital at D ik

Wynyard was set out by Professor Sir Ara Darzi, and proposals
by an independent reconfiguration panel were clear in
recommending that the existing provision spread across

two sites, 14 miles apart, should be replaced. The government'’s
. own figures show that the cost difference of running the two
existing hospitals compared with running the state-of-the-art ST EEeLr Hom 1 S A S e i G
new hospital is negligible. The additional cost of an alternative Morris after signinghe contract for the new hospital
PFI Scheme favoured by the Con-Dem Government is estimated at

£175 million in fees and chargers over 35 years.

a3y

As a local Member of Parliament representing an area with
some of the worst health inequalities across England and
Wales | have been at the forefront of challenging the
Government's decision to cancel the new hospital. | have
tabled numerous Parliamentary Questions to Ministers, met
face-to-face with the Health Minister with responsibility for
hospitals and spoken in two debates on this issue. On 27™ July
2010 | joined several other North East MPs in Westminster
Hall to debate with the Minister, Simon Burns MP, the need
for this new hospital.

: The issue about hospital services in North Tees and Hartlepool will not disappear now that the hospital
has been cancelled but will rather become more acute. | will continue to push for answers from the
Con-Dem Government about why the new hospital at Wynyard was the only one to be cancelled,
however it is important for all interested parties to now work closely with North Tees and Hartlepool
NHS Foundation Trust to work out how best to move forward in the interests of health provision for
local people.
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Key Local Issues for the Easington Constituency

éSeaham School of Technology loses Building Schools for the
Future Funding

. On the 9™ June 2010 | tabled a Written Parliamentary Question to the Education Secretary, The Rt Hon
. Michael Gove MP, seeking assurances about the planned funding for the new Seaham School of
. Technology. | asked if he would “ensure that planned funding for Seaham School of Technology under
! the Building Schools for the Future programme” would be maintained. At that time the Con-Dem
Coalition Government was unsurprisingly non-committal.

. Michael Gove announced his cuts to the Building Schools for the Future Budget on Monday 5% July
: 2010 under the cloak of efficiency savings and greater independence of schools. Since his
. announcement, when the Education Secretary's list of abandoned school building projects was leaked
. to the press before it was presented to Members of Parliament, there have been at least five more
. published lists detailing school rebuilding projects that have been cancelled. He faced heavy criticism
from Labour MPs due to the numerous and systematic mistakes in his Department’s published lists.

The cancellation of essential school building programmes was carried out without any consultation
. with teachers and local education specialists and without consideration of local needs. Seaham School
. of Technology requires a new school building that can provide a modern educational environment in
. which teachers and pupils can fulfil their potential. | have visited the school and met with Head
. Teacher David Shield and have seen firsthand that conditions at the school are below the standard
anyone would expect teachers and pupils to work in.

Following the announcement, |
wrote to the Education Secretary
to ask him to reconsider his
devastating decision. In my letter |
asked him to reconsider his
Department’s “arbitrary decision”
to cancel funding for the proposed
new building that was to replace
the dilapidated building currently
used by Seaham School of
Technology which currently needs
£2 million of essential repairs.

Now cancelled new building for Seaham School of Technology

. | told Michael Gove that Seaham School was “in the worst physical condition of any school in my
. constituency and this is having a significant negative impact on the educational environment in which
teachers and pupils are expected to work. Your Department’s decision is a devastating setback for
. pupils, teachers, parents and all of those who have worked so hard to improve education in Seaham
. and its surrounding areas. | implore you to look again at this decision which can only have a detrimental
. impact on education and learning.” So far | have had no response.
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Key Local Issues for the Easington Constituency

Abolition of ONENORTHEAST the Regional Development Agency

: The Coalition Government has announced that Regional Development Agencies will be abolished
. without detailing their own proposals for supporting regions like the North East through the economic
recovery. The work of our Regional Development Agency ONE NorthEast has been pivotal in
encouraging new businesses and jobs to areas like Easington, such as the GT Group in Peterlee, a high-
tech green company specialising in environmental engineering which has, with the support of ONE
NorthEast, safeguarded 200 jobs and guaranteed 200 new jobs.

| highlighted my concerns about the future of One NortEast under a Tory-led government before the
General Election and | raised my concerns again in my maiden speech to the House of Commons. Prior
to the May 6" General Election David Cameron said he believed “that the size of the state has got too
big”in areas like the North East. The private sector in the North East has been growing in recent years
and it has only developed with the support of investment from the last Labour Government and the
. work of ONE NorthEast, such as support for the development of Nissan's all electric car at Sunderland.

The work of the Regional Development Agency and the Regional Minister under the last Government
was to promote the North East and encourage businesses into the area. Such businesses would not
have given areas like Easington a second look without a developed infrastructure and open lines of
communication with the region’s Local Government leaders. There would have been little reason for
. the film industry to consider establishing a centre of creative excellence south of Seaham against
competition from countries in Eastern Europe. Labour's philosophy was to support each region in
playing to their own strengths and individually tailor a support network which could win over new
business, new jobs and economic growth.

| raised the issue of support for the film industry on 3 June 2010 in questions to the Leader of the
E House of Commons:

Grahame M. Morris (Easington) (Lab): Would it be possible for the Leader of the House to make time
for a debate on support for the UK film industry? Labour Members raised the issue in Business,
Innovation and Skills questions earlier. My personal interest arises because of the centre of creative
excellence south of Seaham, part of the funding for which comes from One NorthEast, the regional
. development agency, and from Northern Film and Media. We understand that One North€ast faces a
cut of 40% in its budget this year. This is a matter of concern, because of the potential for jobs and
training opportunities. Those on both sides of the House might find it instructive if we were to have a
debate on this issue.

. Sir George Young: The UK film industry is an important export earner for this country, and we are
. proud of it. Culture, Media and Sport questions will take place on 21 June, and | shall bear in mind the
hon. Gentleman’s request for a debate on the film industry.




My Work in the Easington Constituency

Dalton Park Phase 2: Petitioning Durham County Council

{ On Friday 4™ June | visited County Hall at Durham to hand a petition to the Council Planning Office :
calling for the application of Phase 2 of Dalton Park to be given the go ahead. Phase 2 would include a :
range of leisure facilities at Dalton Park including a supermarket, five screen cinema and associated
restaurants and food outlets. ING will invest a further £25 million in Dalton Park which would be a :
significant boost to the local and regional economy. :

In my letter to the planning officer of 3™ June 2010, in
support of Phase 2, | told the planning authority: '

“The original Dalton Park always envisaged the future :
provision of leisure facilities in a second phase of :
development and this was part of the permission that was
granted in 2000. At that time it would not have been
possible to predict the economic climate in which Phase 2 :
would have come into development. However, the prospect :
of a further £25 million private investment during these :
challenging economic times would be positive news for the
residents of Easington.” '

“This second phase will not only provide fantastic facilities for the local community, including a cinema
and a supermarket, but it will also provide around 500 jobs. | fully support ING’s investment in Dalton
Park and the development of Phase 2. | strongly urge you to approve this application, and sincerely :



